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 Well, here we are -- November.   The Penn Coachmenôs last rally of 2011.  Where did 

the time go?   

 Weôve had some great rallies this year, starting in April in Schnecksville where the la-

dies received some great cleaning shortcuts. 

 Then on to Centre Hall for a grand celebration remembering our history.  Greg Ferro 

did an excellent job as President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, almost as if President Roosevelt 

himself was in the room.   

 June entered the schedule at Cherry Hill Park for some great tours of Washington D.C. 

including the U.S. Capitol and Senate, the National Cathedral and Dulles International Airport, 

as well as a meaningful get-together sharing our past life experiences.   

 Once again we spent a beautiful weekend at the Lebanon Expo Center in July.  The 

young people of ñSing for Americaò really entertained us... but can we ever forget meeting the 

Shitt Family and our talented synchronized swimmers?   

 Then, it was time for our August second annual Grandkids and Family Weekend where 

once again some spent the day at Knoebelôs Amusement Park and the Pioneer Tunnel Coal Mine 

and steam train ride.  What a fun day, and the ñold kidsò and ñgrandkidsò finished Saturday with 

comedy, magic and illusion.   

 History entered the picture in September at the Gettysburg Campground where we all 

got a glimpse of President Dwight D. Eisenhower by visiting his Gettysburg home and sharing 

the life he lived with his wife, Mamie.  She was charming and captured our hearts.    

 Continuing with our walk through history in October, fourteen coaches took a 10-day 

tour down the beautiful Shenandoah Valley in Virginia enjoying each otherôs company and 

learning a lot about that part of our country including battlefields at Harperôs Ferry and New 

Market, visiting Monticello and learning about Thomas Jefferson, Endless Caverns, Washington 

and Lee University and ending our tour with an impressive parade by the Virginia Military Insti-

tute cadets.  Then on to Mayberry Campground in Mt. Airy, NC to meet up with other Penn 

Coachmen and caravan to the Greater Eastern Area Rally (G.E.A.R.) in Winston-Salem, NC.  

(20 coaches total in caravan to G.E.A.R.)   

 This year, we have traveled, learned, socialized, made new friends and enjoyed the 

company of old friends, and, of course, in all events FOOD, FOOD, FOOD  -  some catered, but 

also homemade delicious delights from our own Penn Coachmen kitchens.  The rally masters and 

hosts have done an excellent job of keeping us entertained. 

 Now about Swatara, John and Nancy Breisch and their hosts put on a great rally.  The 

weather warmed up a little on Saturday but during most of the weekend the meeting room was 

warm with a huge fireplace, warm friendships and a heater obtained by George Moyer.  Tours 

were taken to a taxidermist studio and Moyerôs robotic milk farm as well as an interesting and 

informative tour of Indiantown Gap. 

 We hope you all have a great winter with safe travels, meeting friends and getting ready 

to start all over again with Penn Coachmen at Schnecksville in April 2012.  

       Submitted by Norma Moss 

A RECAP OF THE 2011 RALLIES 
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Installation of 2012 Officers 

Taxidermist photos Bill and Diane Freed looking very natural at the Taxidermists 

 

 

Ron Buckleyõs first address as President 

Touring Fort Indiantown Gap, Cemetery, and Museum 
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Funny pet stories 

Funny grandchildren stories or sayings 

Life on the road 

Interesting people you have met along the way 

Nature encounters 

Photos taken at rallies 

  

********************************************************************************  

 
Betty MoyerðRecovering from neck surgery. 

Ken Frazier ðUndergoing cancer treatment. 

Carolyn ThurstonðUndergoing cancer treatment. 

Lewis SmithðUnderwent surgery for 4 ripped tendons in his knee. 

Bill Schmidt (Barbara Arcatiôs brother) - Suffering from cancer. 

Daniel LawðPassed away.  Rest in Peace. 

 

Request from the Editor: 

In order to make forthcoming newsletters interesting, I would 

like to request your help by sending me any of the following 

throughout the year at lbirett@comcast.net: 

Vacation tidbits or advice 

Seeking items to purchase or items for sale 

Family news such as births, deaths, illnesses, prayer concerns, 
accomplishments, etc. 

Favorite recipes 

Motor home repair/upkeep advice 

Interesting stories or vignettes 

Out of the way places you have found to be of interest 

Special anniversary celebrations 

Members and former Penn Coachmen who are ill, have had 
surgery, or have passed away 

Hobbies or craft how-tos 

Poems, stories, vignettes 

New camping gear/equipment you have learned about and 
where to purchase them 

Special camping experiences 

*******************************************************************************

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS: 

 

 

 

HAPPY HANUKKAH TO 

OUR JEWISH MEMBERS 

AND THEIR FAMILIES 

AND A HAPPY NEW 

YEAR AS WELL!  

 

It was such a pleasant surprise to see Carolyn Thurston join us at our Camp Swatera Rally after a long illness.  Carolyn, good 

luck to you, and welcome back! 
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Betty and I received the following as a handwritten note from Clyde Fitzgerald, Ex-

ecutive Director of the Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North Carolina: 

Dear Jake & Betty, 

Weôre deeply grateful for your very diligent efforts to raise money and 

food to help Second Harvest Food Bank of NWNC feed our hungry 

neighbors.  The world definitely needs more compassionate people like 

you and Betty! 

Your efforts this year generated donations of $2,165.10 and 1,173 

pounds of food.  This is the equivalent of 16,132 meals for those in 

need.  The generosity of you and your colleagues have demonstrated is 

a blessing to all we serve. 

 I wish GEAR would return to Winston-Salem for a third straight year; 

however, I understand the need to move around to other interesting 

places.  I hope you enjoy York, PA.  I also hope you can establish a 

relationship with the Feeding America Food Bank in Harrisburg.  There 

are plenty of great folks in every Feeding America Food Bank ï But 

there is only one Debbie Clark! 

Please know that you always have friends in Winston-Salem.  Hunger 

is a solvable problem.  Thanks for being such an important part of the 

solution. 

Best regards, 

Clyde   Submitted by Jake and Betty Kessler 

********************************************************************************  

FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM BOB MOSS 

 

What a trip!  Thanks to every member of the Penn Coachmen for giving Norma and me the trip of a lifetime.  We have thoroughly 

enjoyed and have been honored to be your President and first camperette for the past two years. 

Special thanks to the Board Members and past Board Members for all their support and assistance. 

The Rally Masters have been the best.  Their dedication toward making the rallies enjoyable and member-oriented has been inspir-

ing to future Rally Masters. 

Special thanks to: 

¶ Ellis Brown for finding new and exciting places to visit. 

¶ Louise Birett for her outstanding editorial effort in making our newsletter a huge success.  I know all of you agree with me 

that the arrival each month on our website of óTidbits from Pennyò is highly anticipated.    

¶ Last, but not least, the highest praise is due to our webmaster, Hal Amos.  What a great job he has done to keep us informed 

about the activities of our Penn Coachmen Chapter and other FMCA news. 

We are looking forward to next yearôs camping program under the able leadership of Ron Buckley and his Board and Rally Mas-

ters.  I know you will give him the same support you gave us. 

Thanks again. 
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Coming Soon:   

Western Area Rally, Jan. 11-15, 2012, Indio, CA 

Southeast Area Rally, Feb. 1-5, 2012, Brooksville, FL 

Great Lakes Area Rally, May 24-28, 2012, Berrien Springs, MI 

Northwest Area Rally, June 21-24, 2012, North Bend, OR 

Northeast Area Rally, July 19-22, 2012, Essex Junction, VT 

FMCAõs 87th Family Reunion, August 27-30, 2012, Indianapolis, IN 

GEAR Rally, October 10-14, 2012, York, PA 

FMCA DOINGS  

 

 

**********************************************************************************

December 4 Bill Katz 

December 7 Barbara Zydorczyk 

December 8 William Walthour  

December 9 Barbara Shuman 

December 12 Carol Pritchard 

December 13 Irene Lassen 

December 19 William Bracken 

December 20 Hal Amos 

December 25 Margaret Kluk 

December 26 Glenn Wolfe 

December 28 Chuck Finn 

December 30 Rae Molinsky 

January 1 Walter Sattazahn 

January 2 Betty Van Buskirk 

January 2 Bill Freed 

January 8 Ann Cocco 

January 7 Jean Ruch 

January 14 Ron Becker 

January 19 Nancy Hunsicker 

January 21 Jay Ziegler 

January 23 Joann Miles 

January 30 Richard Lentz 

 

  

February 6 Mary Amos 

February 7 Sharon Ziegler 

February 8 Carol Covert 

February 12 Judy Bracken 

February 13 Diane Freed 

February 15 Jay Shuman 

February 16 Bill Young 

March 7 Ellis Brown 

March 5 Joe Kluk 

March 13 Barbara Beers 

March 15 Eunice Smith 

March 15 Martha Lloyd 

March 22 Betty Jane Boniello 

March 22 Glenn Momme 

March 25 Ed Pritchard 

 

Those known to be celebrating a birthday from December 2011 thru March 2012 
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Christmas 2011ðBirth of a New Tradition  

As the holidays approach, the giant Asian factories are kicking into high gear to provide Americans with monstrous piles of 

cheaply produced goods - merchandise that has been produced at the expense of American labor.  This year will be different.  This 

year, Americans will give the gift of genuine concern for other Americans.  There is no longer an excuse that, at gift giving time, 

nothing can be found that is produced by American hands.  YES THERE IS! 

Itõs time to think outside the box, people.  Who says a gift needs to fit in a shirt box, wrapped in Chinese-produced wrapping pa-

per?  Everyone  -  yes everyone gets their hair cut.  How about gift certificates from your local American hair salon or barber? 

Gym membership?  Itõs appropriate for all ages who are thinking about some health improvement. 

Who wouldnõt appreciate getting their car detailed?  Small American owned detail shops and car washes would love to sell you a 

gift certificate or a book of gift certificates. 

Are you one of those extravagant givers who think nothing of plunking down the Benjamins on a Chinese-made flat-screen?  Per-

haps that grateful gift receiver would like his driveway sealed, or lawn mowed for the summer, or driveway plowed all winter, or 

games at the local golf course. 

There are a bazillion owner-run restaurants  -  all offering gift certificates.  And, if your intended isnõt the fancy eatery sort, what 

about a half dozen breakfasts at the local breakfast joint.  Remember folks, this isnõt about big National chainsñ this is about 

supporting your home town Americans with their financial lives on the line to keep their doors open. 

How many people couldnõt use an oil change for their car, truck or motorcycle, done at a shop run by the American working guy? 

Thinking about a heartfelt gift for mom?  Mom would LOVE the services of a local cleaning lady for a day. 

My computer could use a tune-up, and I know I can find some young guy who is struggling to get his repair business up and run-

ning. 

OK, you were looking for something more personal.  Local crafts people spin their own wool and knit them into scarves.  They 

make jewelry, and pottery, and beautiful wooden boxes. 

Plan your holiday outings at local, owner-operated restaurants and leave your server a nice tip.  And, how about going out to see a 

play or ballet at your hometown theatre? 

Musicians need love too, so find a venue showcasing local bands. 

Honestly, people, do your REALLY need to buy another ten thousand Chinese lights for the house?  When you buy a five dollar 

string of lights, about fifty cents stays in the community.  If you have those kinds of bucks to burn, leave the mailman, trash guy, 

or babysitter a nice BIG tip. 

You see, Christmas is no longer about draining American pockets so that China can build another glittering city.  Christmas is now 

about caring about US, encouraging American small businesses to keep plugging away to follow their dreams,  And, when we care 

about other Americans, we care about our communities, and the benefits come back to us in ways we couldnõt imagine.   

THIS is the new American Christmas Tradition.    Submitted by Louise Birett 
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THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS 

There is one Christmas Carol that has always baffled me.  What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, swimming swans, and 

especially the partridge who wonõt come out of the pear tree have to do with Christmas? 

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were not permitted to practice their faith openly.  Someone during that era 

wrote this carol as a catechism song for young Catholics. 

It has two levels of meaning:  the surface meaning plus a hidden meaning known only to members of their church.  Each element in 

the carol has a code word for a religious reality which the children could remember. 

The partridge in a pear tree was JESUS CHRIST. Two turtle doves were the OLD AND NEW 

TESTAMENTS. 

Three French hens stood for FAITH, HOPE 

AND LOVE. 

The four calling birds were the four gospels of 

MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE AND JOHN. 

The five golden rings recalled the TORAH OR 

LAW, the first five books of the Old Testa-

ment. 

 
The six geese a-laying stood for the SIX 

DAYS OF CREATION. 

Seven swans a-swimming represented the 

sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit  ñ

PROPHESY, SERVING, TEACHING, 

EXHORTATION, CONTRIBUTION, 

LEADERSHIP, AND MERCY. 

The eight maids a-milking were the EIGHT 

BEATITUDES. 

Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of 

the Holy Spirit  -  LOVE, JOY, PEACE, 

PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, 

FAITHFULNESS, GENTLENESS, AND 

SELF CONTROL. 

The ten lords a-leaping were the TEN 

COMMANDMENTS. 

The eleven pipers piping stood 

for the ELEVEN FAITHFUL 

DISCIPLES. 

The twelve drummers drumming symbolized 

the TWELVE POINTS OF BELIEF in the 

APOSTLESõ CREED. 

So that is your history lesson for today.  Hope you enjoyed it! 

 

WISHING OUR 

CHRISTIAN 

MEMBERS  AND 

THEIR FAMILIES 

A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS  

AND A VERY 

HAPPY NEW 

YEAR AS WELL  


