
 

2010 Rallies: 

4/16-4/18—Schnecksville, PA 

5/28-5/31—Centre Hall, PA 

6/11-6/13—Gilbert, PA 

7/16-7/18—Liverpool, PA 

8/20-8/22—Bloomsburg, PA 

9/10-9/12—Lebanon, PA 

10/16-10/18—Pre-Rally Mt. 

Airy, NC 

10/19-10/24—GEAR Rally, 

Winston-Salem, NC. 

11/12-11/14—Bethel, PA 

 

Executive Board: 

Bob Moss, President  

Ellis Brown, Exec. V.P.  

Al Brandis, Treasurer  

Louise Birett, Secretary  

Bob Birett NE Area VP  

Kathy Rollins, NW Area VP  

Don Lassen, SE Area VP  

Jim Lexa, SW Area VP  
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 IT WAS A  WOW!  WEEKEND  

by Barbara Thum 

If you were not at Centre Hall on May 28-31, we missed you, and if you were there, weôre so 

glad you participated in a great time. 

The grange hall was cheerfully decorated and welcomed attendees at registration and throughout 

the weekend.  The fun began on Friday afternoon with a tour of Beaver Stadium.  Our guide was 

the one and only Bob White, PSU alum, defensive tackle ô83-ô86 and now head of Marketing and 

PR.  We started at the top, literally, in the 7th floor reception room of the new stadium wing with 

magnificent views of the field, parking (i.e., party) lots and surrounding countryside.  We not 

only viewed the Presidentôs box, we sat in his seatsésorry the beer cooler was empty.  We then 

proceeded to the 5th floor with its private suites and the 3rd floor Alumni special seating and pri-

vate indoor space.  Next were the recruitment areas, home team locker rooms, and we even 

walked the tunnel out to the field.  It was a breathtaking experience in this arena of sports great-

ness.  FYI, the revenues generated from this new wing support not only the football program but 

all 39 sports teams (men and  at PSU.  I thought this would be the high point of the week-

end but there was so much more to come. 

The Friday potluck salad supper was a big success with a huge variety of delicious salads and one 

chicken chili dish.  The evening continued with a presentation about George Washington that 

held everyoneôs attention and wanting to hear more.  We hope Dr. Gregg Ferro will return next 

year. 

Saturday morning, we had good attendance at breakfast and the semi-annual meeting.  Officers 

and committee chairs kept it brief as they presented their reports and information.  It was then 

time to ñmove óem outò and head back to State College.  We visited the Centre Furnace Mansion 

and the Boal Mansion.   Both of these remarkable families were early leaders and instrumental in 

the early history of their communities.  We were especially intrigued by the museum quality an-

tiques, photos and historical items at the Boal home and chapel. 

Sunday was off to a good start with the church service lead by Louise Birett and included a selec-

tion of great patriotic hymns.  Louise yielded her sermon time to Bob Salzman, who touched eve-

ryoneôs heart with his message of Lindaôs miraculous recovery and their ongoing journey.  It was 

truly a blessing to hear their personal story of prayers answered  and to have Linda, Bob and their 

daughter Stacey with us. 

We then proceeded to brunch at the beautifully rebuilt Mt. Nittany Inn for good food, conversa-

tion and awesome views.   Next we headed back to State College and the All Sports Museum (at 

the stadium complex).  Then it was on to the arboretum with gorgeous flowers in full bloom 

along lovely walking paths.  By the way,, on June 4, the Inquirer Section F had an article entitled 

ñA Happier Valleyò about this new garden addition to Penn State. 

We were finally starting to wind down, but not before a visit to Berkey Creamery.  Yum!  What 

is your favorite flavor? 

Back at the fairgroundsôs pavilion, a hot dog cookout was being prepared, and once again the 

tables groaned under the weight of sumptuous side dishes and desserts.  Many, many thanks to all 

our great cooks. 

Suddenly it was Monday with a visit to Boalsburgôs all day festival including craft vendors, live 

music, lots more food, civil war re-enactors and military museum.   

You might ask how it is possible to do all this in just 4 days.  Itôs not, so plan to join Penn Coach-

men next Memorial Day as we celebrate again. 

  



 

 

  
              

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************************************************************** 

Coming Soon:   FMCA Events 

Midwest Area RallyðJune 9-12, 2010, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 

Northeast Area RallyðJuly 2-6, 2010, Essex Junction, Vermont 

FMCAôs 84th International ConventionðAugust 11-14, 2010, Redmond, OR 

South Central Area RallyðSeptember 29-October 3, 2010, Shreveport, LA 

Rocky Mountain Area RallyðOctober 12-15, 2010, Farmington, NM 

Greater Eastern Area RallyðOctober 19-24, 2010, Winston-Salem, NC 

Western Area RallyðJanuary 12-16, 2011, Indio, CA 

Southeast Area RallyðFebruary 2-6, 2011, Brooksville, FL 

FMCAôs 85th International Convention, March 14-17, 2011, Perry, GA 

INTO Area Rally, May 11-15, 2011, Goshen, IN 

Northwest Area RallyðJune 2-5, 200-1, Puyallup, WA 

FMCAôs 86th International Convention, August 10-13, 2011, Madison, WI 

GEAR 2010 - COMMUNITY DONATIONS   -  A ñCASEò WHERE YOU CAN HELP 
  

Community Donations are a way for Penn Coachmen attending GEAR to say ñThank Youò to the Winston-Salem 

Community for hosting GEAR. 
  
We have designated Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest North Carolina as the recipient of our Community 

Donations in Winston-Salem in October 2010. 
  
Second Harvest Food Bankôs mission is to reduce hunger and malnutrition in 18 counties across northwest North 

Carolina.  Nearly 220,000 individuals in this area live below the federal poverty level; North Carolina is among the 

10 states with the highest percentage of families who are at risk of hunger (U S Census and USDA). 
  
Suggested items: canned meats, fish, beans, chili, peanut butter, nuts, shelf stable dry milk or evaporated milk, 

canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce, canned fruit, tomato juice or sauce, dried fruit, all types of pasta, low sugar/

high fiber cereals, whole grain rice, cream of wheat, oatmeal.  Please, no glass containers and no perishables. 
  
We have contacted several local store managers of national and regional chains and they indicated they will order a 

case lot of a product for you bring to GEAR.  Cost to you will likely be shelf price. 
  
Penn Coachmen will make a difference in Northwest North Carolina.  
  
Thank you for your donation. 
  

Betty & Jake Kessler - Community Donations Committee - Phone: 302-684-0418 



 

 

 

Request from the Editor: 

In order to make forthcoming newsletters inter-

esting, I would like to request your help by 

sending me any of the following throughout the 

year at lbirett@comcast.net: 

Vacation tidbits or advice 

Seeking items to purchase or items for sale 

Family news such as births, deaths, illnesses, 
prayer concerns, accomplishments, etc. 

Favorite recipes 

Motor home repair/upkeep advice 

Interesting stories or vignettes 

Out of the way places you have found to be of 
interest 

Members and former Penn Coachmen who 
are ill, have had surgery, or have passed 
away. 

 

 

Hobbies or craft how-tos 

Poems, stories, vignettes 

New camping gear/equipment you have learned 
about and where to purchase them 

Special camping experiences 

Interesting people you have met along the way 

Nature encounters 

********************************************************************************** 

Looking for Volunteers at GEAR in Winston-Salem, NC   -   October 20-24, 2010 

It's not too early to be  planning to attend the 2010 GEAR Rally @ the Dixie Classic Fairgrounds, Winston-

Salem, NC, from Oct. 20-24. This is a very nice venue for a rally as well as a great area to explore. Penn Coach-

men Chapter has again been asked to provide Security for this event.  John Breisch is chairing this activity and is 

looking for volunteers.  There will be a variety of duties from which volunteers can select.  We're hoping to need 

only 4 hours of your time- the more volunteers the fewer hours each needs to serve..  Please contact John @ 610-

678-4288 & let him know of your willingness to help. Thanks you in advance for your help with this impor-

Funny pet stories 

Funny grandchildren stories or sayings 

Life on the road  

********************************************************************************  

Thoughts and Prayers:  

Linda Salzman ð Undergoing cancer treatment. 

Ron BuckleyðRecovering from heart valve replacement. 

Dan Poper ð Passed away. 

Ken Frazier ðUndergoing cancer treatment. 

Bill Schmidt (Barbara Arcati's brother) ð Undergoing cancer treat-
ment. 

Ed PascoeðUndergoing cancer treatment. 

Barbara ZydorcyzkðRecovering from back surgery. 

Bill KatzðDealing with severe back pain. 

Marlin Long ðDealing with severe back pain. 

Vera SattazahnðDealing with the effects of Alzheimer's. 

Sharon ZieglerðRecovering from a fractured femur. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

June 11-13, 2010 

West End Fairgrounds 

   Gilbert, PA  

     ñA Fun Timeò 

Rally 

MASTERS:  Joe and Margaret Klukð610-681-4784 

CONSULTANT:  Bob Birett  

HOSTS:  Jim Lexa & Barbara Arcati, Emily & Glenn Momme, Jim & Shirley Lowthert, Chuck & 

Dottie Finn, Clark & Betty Van Buskirk, Tyler & Shirley Davis, Dot Carbone, Jack & 

Lorraine Shaak, Ron Buckley & Joanne Freeman, Ed & Diane Pascoe, Fred & Barbara 

Thum, Don & Irene Lassen, Joe & Carolyn Thurston, Bob & Linda Salzman. 

DIRECTIONS:  North on N/E Extension of PA Turnpike to Mahoning Valley Exit.  Take 209 N. for approxi-

mately 13.4 miles to mill Pond Road (209 Car Wash on right).  Make a right.  Go straight at 

stop sign to 2nd gate of fairgrounds. Make right.  Approximately 14.5 miles from Turnpike. 

   From Rts. 78 & 22, go east to 33 N.  Take 33 N to 209 S.  On 209 S, go approximately 7.2 

miles (thru 4 stoplights).  Fairgrounds is 1/2 mile from the 4th light (Mr. Zôs is on your left at 

4th light.)  After you pass the 4th light, there is a ñYò in the road.  Make a left at the ñYò.  

Pass the American Legion Post.  Fairgrounds on left. 

PROGRAM 

FRIDAY   10:00 a.m.-Noon  Registration 

   2:00-5:00 p.m.  Registration 

   6:00 p.m.  Mini Meal including homemade vegetable soup (Rally Hosts:  

Please bring cookies to share) 

   7:00 p.m.  A Night at the movies complete with popcorn 

    

SATURDAY   8:00-9:00 a.m.  Continental breakfast 

   10:00 a.m.-Noon Flea Market at your motor home 

   Noon-4:30 p.m. Pennôs Peak and Jim Thorpe (*)  

   5:30 p.m.  Dinner 

   7:00 p.m.  Entertainment by a quartet 

    

SUNDAY  8:00 a.m.  Continental Breakfast 

   9:00 a.m.  Worship Service-Led by Hal Amos 

 

(*)  Pennôs Peak has a wonderful view of the surrounding mountains and valleys.  Lunch on your own at  

either Pennôs Peak OR Jim Thorpe.  Jim Thorpe is an old coal town.  You can visit a mansion owned by a  

coal baron, take a  train ride, learn the history of the Molly Maguires, or visit stores and antique shops on 

 both sides of main street.     



 

 

 

 

  

Strawberries In The Snow (from Nancy Breisch) 

Angel Food Cake 

1   qt. Strawberries (cut up) 

1 8 oz. Cool Whip (or Cool Whip Lite) 

2 8 oz Cream Cheese (or low fat Cream Cheese) 

1   Can Condensed Milk (or fat free Condensed Milk) 

1 c. Sugar (or 1/2 c. Splenda Sugar Blend) 

1   c. Water 

2 Tbsp. Cornstarch 

3   Tbsp. Strawberry Jell-O 

Celebrating June Birthdays: 

June 12 Shirley Lowthert  

June 13 Karen Brandis 

                        Nancy Breisch  

June 15 Doris (Boozie) Henning  

 

June 25 Jack Shaak  

June ?             Dan Cocca 

June 27 Joseph Borell 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

Celebrating a Very Special Late May Birthday: 

Our Area Vice President and Parking Director Extraordinaire, Jim Lexa, celebrated his 

ñ82ndò birthday on May 26th.  Congratulations and many more, Jim!!! 

Recipe Corner: 

Break up Angel Food Cake in 9 x 13 pan.  Mix cream cheese & condensed milk & pour over cake.  Spread 

Cool Whip over above.  Boil sugar, water & cornstarch until clear.  Add 3 Tbsp. strawberry Jell-O.  Re-

move from heat and when cool, add strawberries.  Spread strawberry mixture on top.  Refrigerate 

White Chicken Chile (from Helen Rubritz) 

1 Medium Onion finely chopped 

2 Tbsp. Olive Oil 

1   4 oz. can Green Chiles, drained.  (Celery is an alternative) 

2 Tbsp. Flour 

2   cans Northern Beans 

1 can Chicken Broth 

1 1/2 c. cooked Chicken Breast 

Sour Cream and Salsa optional 

In large skillet, cook onion in oil for 4 minutes.  Add flour to onion.  Add beans and chicken broth and bring to 

a boil.  Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes.  Add chicken.  Cook until hot. 



 

 

 

 

IôM GLAD YOUôRE IN MY DASH  ð 

Submitted by Nancy Breisch 

I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend.  He referred to the dates on her 

tombstone  -  from the beginning to the end.  He noted that first came her date of birth and 

spoke the following date with tears.  But he said what mattered most of all was the dash be-

tween those years . . . 

(1934  -  1998) 

For that dash represents all the time that she spent alive on earth. And now only those who 

loved her know what that little line is worth. 

For it matters not, how much we own; the cars...the house...the cash.  What matters is how we 

live and love and how we spend our dash. 

So, think about this long and hard.  Are there things youôd like to change?  For you never know 

how much time is left, that can still be rearranged. 

If we could just slow down enough to consider whatôs true and real, and always try to under-

stand the way other people feel. 

And be less quick to anger, and show appreciation more, and love the people in our lives like 

weôve never loved before. 

If we treat each other with respect, and more often wear a smile, remembering that this special 

dash may last only a little while. 

So, when your eulogy is being read, with your lifeôs actions to rehash, would you be proud of 

the things they say about how you spent your dash?  Author Unknown 

Preview of Rally at Bloomsburg: 

¶ The Bloomsburg rally will be held on August 20-22, 2010. 
 
¶ The theme is "Family Weekend."  Knoebels is waiting for you. 
 
¶ Some may want to arrive early and go to Knoebels on Friday and miss the weekend crowds 
 
¶ The committee is planning for a great weekend.  Here is a ñfirst lookò at Friday: 
¶    Registration  1:00  - 5:00 p.m.  
¶  6:00 p.m.ð  Cookout - Hot Dogs and condiments provided.  Bring a dish to share, utensils,   

plants and cups. 
¶    6:30 - 8:00 p.m.ð Tour Rupert School House and Caleb Barton House (on site) 
¶    8:00 p.m.ð Movie with a snack. 
 

¶ A "second look"  will be coming out in the next newsletter - so stay tuned. 
  

        Ellis & Gwen Brown and the committee . 

********************************************************************************* 



Highlights of Semi-Annual Business Meeting at Centre Hall on May 29, 2010: 

¶ Cash balance as of April 30, 2010 was $4,256.04. 

¶ The cost to print and mail the 2010 directories was $3,095.20. 

¶ There is money in the treasury that is constantly ñmoving,ò i.e., assets for rallies to take place in the future. 

¶ Each rally master has been charged to ñbreak even.ò 

¶ The cash balance at the beginning of 2009 was $8,360.00 in checking with a $5,000 CD that increased to ap-

proximately $6,000. 

¶ The cash balance at the beginning of 2009 was $14,354.00. 

¶ By the end of 2009, the balance was $2,400.00. 

¶ The biggest event in 2009 was the 40th Anniversary Celebration with costs exceeding income by $8,100.00, 

¶ Office products and $400 accounted for $400.00. 

¶ Costs associated with the trailer insurance, licenses and registration were $830.00. 

¶ $100.00 was added to the treasury per rally last year. 

¶ The treasurerôs books were audited in April 2010. 

¶ Appropriate tax returns were filed for the year 2009. 

¶ Rally summaries for 2008 and 2009 are available for viewing by the membership. 

¶ Members are asked to submit separate checks to register for each rally to make recordkeeping easier for the 

Treasurer and Audit Committee. 

¶ In preparation for the rally at Bloomsburg, special 15 and 30 amp plugs were investigated by Ellis Brown and 

Bob Birett.  Bob Birett has contacted a dealer in Ohio who is willing to supply a 30 and 15 amp plug for $20.00 

including shipping and handling.  Anyone interested is asked to contact Bob Birett at BirettCPA@yahoo.com or 

215-450-2321. 

¶ Bob Moss reminded those who will be attending the pre-rally in Mt. Airy, NC to contact the Mayberry Camp    

ground and register as soon as possible. 

¶ If no one from Penn Coachmen will attend FMCAôs 84th International Convention in Redmond, OR in August, 

John Breish can recommend an alternate to cast Penn Coachmen votes at the Executive Meeting. 

¶ Anyone wishing to join FMCA for the first time will pay $50.00 (a $10 discount) between April and September 

30, 2010. 

¶ Effective January 1, 2010, anyone recruiting a new FMCA member will receive a $10.00 certificate which can 

be used for various purposes including offsetting FMCA dues. 

¶ Any chapter who recruits 12 new members for FMCA will be awarded a prize package full of give-away items 

for their membership. 

¶ New Penn Coachmen Brochures have been printed up and are available for use by members who recruit pro-

spective members.  See John Breisch if interested. 

¶ Membership Tool Kits and FMCA magazines for recruiting purposes can be obtained from John Breisch. 

¶ Penn Coachmen have 9 free FMCA memberships to giveaway to new recruits. 

¶ Penn Coachmen have been assigned to handle security at the GEAR Rally in Winston-Salem, NC in October.  

They will be assisted by volunteers from other chapters. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

¶ Current membership is 195 “F” units. 

¶ Although 248 “F” units are listed in the 2010 Yearbook, according to FMCA rules, our records were 

purged and Penn Coachmen lost 56 members. 

¶ Dues for 2011 are now payable - $15 per year, or 3 years for $40.  Bob Moss intends to send out a personal 

communication to anyone who has not paid their 2009 dues. 

¶ Volunteers to man the FMCA Booth during the Hershey RV Show in September 2010 are needed.  It was 

noted that the volunteers last year signed up 59 new members for FMCA.  Nancy Breisch has done 

monthly mailing to all new people recruited at the Hershey RV Show who have signed up to join FMCA 

inviting them to join Penn Coachmen. 

¶ Since October of 2009, Nancy Breisch has sent out  e-mails and  letters (to those without e-mail) to a total 

of 170 prospective members for Penn Coachmen. 

¶ A Chapter Fair will be held at the GEAR Rally in hopes of further recruitment. 

¶ Betty Moyer announced that she is looking for volunteers to fill the positions of Recording Secretary and 

Trailer Captain. 

¶ John and Nancy Breisch were recognized for their hard work on behalf of the Penn Coachmen during 

John’s tenure as President and for Nancy’s fine work as head of the Membership Committee.  John was 

the recipient of a plaque and Nancy received a bouquet of roses. 

 

Wishing all of you dads and grand dads out there a 

very happy Fatherõs Day.  Enjoy your day and 

celebrate well in the midst of the 

families who love you. 

*******************************************************************************


