
 

2011 Rallies: 

4/15-4/17ñSchnecksville, PA 

5/27-5/30ñCentre Hall, PA 

6/23-6/26ñCherry Hill, MD 

7/15-7/17ñLebanon, PA 

8/19-8/21ñBloomsburg, PA 

9/23-9/25ñGettysburg , PA 

10//9-10/17ñGEAR Pre-Rally 

10/19ñ10/18ñGEARñ

Winston-Salem, NC 

11/11-11/13ñCamp Swatera, 

Bethel, PA 

 

Executive Board: 

Bob Moss, President  

Ellis Brown, Exec. V.P.  

Bill Freed, Treasurer  

Barbara Arcati, Secretary  

Don  Lassen, Area VP  

Jim Lexa, Area VP  

Jim Lothertt, Area VP  

Larry Troutman Area VP  

  

TIDBITS FROM PENNY  
                      June 2011        Volume  2, No. 3 
                                Edited by Louise Birettñlbirett@comcast.net   

  

 

   

 

 
  

 
  

 

 

  

PENN COACHMEN RALLY  

May 27 ï 30, 2011 

Grange Fairgrounds, Centre Hall, PA 

 

 The annual Memorial Day weekend rally was again held at the Grange 

Fairgrounds in Centre Hall, PA. The weekend had a decidedly patriotic flavor 

with moments of joy and thanksgiving and some somber reflections on what Me-

morial Day meant  to Penn Coachmen.   

 Registration was held between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m. Friday.  Dinner con-

sisted of a delicious array of salads prepared by the campers.  As usual, there 

was plenty to go around and around.  Desserts made by the committee were also 

delicious. 

 Dr. Gregg Ferro returned this year bringing with him the 129 year-old 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt who was confined to his wheelchair.  (Most of us 

thought FDR had died in 1945 shortly after being elected for his fourth term as 

President.)  After giving a brief review of his life, the President asked if anyone 

had questions regarding his extraordinary career.  Those who asked questions 

were given (appropriately) a Roosevelt dime.  As last year, Dr. Ferro showed his 

great depth of knowledge regarding the President. 

 Saturday morning began with the usual delicious continental breakfast 

followed by the semi-annual business meeting.  President Bob Moss led us 

through the business of the club in short order.  In the afternoon, many Penn 

Coachmen  experienced  ñWorld War II Revisitedò at the Pennsylvania Military 

Museum in Boalsburg. Those who chose to follow a small squad tactical reenact-

ment found what it was like to slosh through the mires of Normandy, and they 

saw how difficult it was to follow the action through the thick undergrowth.   

 A real treat following the tactical enactment was a performance entitled 

ñThe Andrew Sisters Tribute Show.ò  Three young ladies did a remarkably fine 

job of singing and (tap) dancing as the Andrew Sisters had done in the 40s. 

 Saturday evening had us at the Centre Hall Grange for their fabulous 

ham, beans, and scalloped potato dinner.  Then it was back to the fairgrounds 

where we were joined by the Coachmen camping club for an hour of entertain-

ment by ñAnything Goes.ò   Who would have thought a banjo, clarinet, and tuba 

could keep this group in their seats for an hour playing popular ñoldies but good-

ies.ò 

 Coffee Sunday morning was followed by a worship service  conducted 

by Hal Amos.  A catered brunch followed.  There were many options for activi-

ties in the afternoon, but many joined the (seemingly) thousands of young female 

volleyball players at the Penn State Creamery for ice cream. 
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 Dinner (hot dogs, hamburgers, macaroni and cheese, salads, and desserts) was followed by an interest-

ing, entertaining, and informative history of the Centre Hall Grange Fair given by Ms. LeDon Young  the Fair 

historian.  Thirteen of our members (some men included) were asked to wear ladies hats representing decades 

of historical fair activities.  The evening ended with Penn Coachmen sitting around a campfire talking with 

new or long time friends. 

 Memorial Day began with a continuation of the continental breakfast.  Several campers were asked to 

read selected short stories involving memories of Memorial Day.  There was time for many to bid farewell un-

til the next rally.  Several campers found time to enjoy a visit to the Boalsburg Festival. 

 Many thanks to Fred & Barbara Thum, and John & Melva Schon as rally masters.  Jim & Shirley Low-

thert were the invaluable consultants.  Committee members Jim Lexa & Barb Arcati, Marlin & Peg Long, and 

Stan & Carol Seyfried made sure we had an enjoyable weekend. 

 

          Submitted by Bob Harper 

*****************************************************************************  

Editorõs note:  Although the date on the photograph above is incorrect, I was unable to crop it out.  The picture was taken dur-

ing the Memorial Day Weekend Rally at Centre Hall in 2011. 
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LAST CALL FOR WASHINGTON, DC RALLY  

June 23-26, 2011 

 

This is your last chance to go to our Washington, DC camp out at Cherry Hill Campï ground. 

 

Thursday morning:   Bob Moss will take us into the city for lunch at the Library of  

     Congress cafeteria after which we will tour the Capitol and 

     the Senate. 

 

Thursday evening:   A light meal will be served at the Campground. 

 

Early Friday morning:  Bob Moss will lead a car caravan to the National Cathedral 

     followed by other sites and lunch. 

 

Friday evening:   Light refreshment. 

 

Early Saturday morning:  John Breisch will lead a car caravan to Dulles Inter- 

     national Airport to visit the new Air and Space 

     Museum.  Most of the day will be spent there. 

 

Saturday evening:  We will have a finger food/pot luck while sharing 

     our experiences during the past three days. 

 

Sunday morning:   Church service conducted by John and Nancy Breisch. 

 

        Contact Don Lasson 

        732-699-9221 
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Planning on going to the FMCA Family Reunion & Motor Home Showcase in Madison, Wisconsin on August 

10-13, 2011??? If so, maybe all of the Penn Coachmen can stay together and even have some kind of a pre-rally in 

Wisconsin. While no plans have been made to get together for the rally, it's not too late to put something together. 

So, if you plan on attending and would even be willing to help put a pre-rally together, please contact Bob or 

Norma Moss ASAP. From comments made at Centre Hall, it appears that there may be a number of Penn Coach-

men planning on attending. The dates do not clash with our regularly scheduled rally on August 19-21 at Blooms-

burg, PA. Bob and Norma can be reached at fums6@aol.com or normam0927@aol.com. 

********************************************************************************

Rolling Pre-Rally: While the Rolling Rally planned for October 2011 before the GEAR Rally in Winston Salem 

may seem like a long way off, some registrations are due very soon. All of the information concerning the pre-

rally is in the yearbook and on the web site. The reservation for the first night's stay at the Jellystone RV Park in 

Hagerstown, MD on October 9th must be made not later than July 1, 2011. After that date, we may lose our reser-

vations. The cost for that reservation is $34.20 for Penn Coachmen members. Call 301-7117 x-103 and use Reser-

vation Number 9345. 

The second night we will be staying at the NASCAR RV Resort at Endless Caverns, VA. That reservation must be 

made by July 15, 2011. We will be staying for two nights and the total cost will be $53.50. Call 877-303-0034 x-

7060. Mention that you are with the Penn Coachmen to get that reduced price. Note that James is no longer there.  

********************************************************************************  
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