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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PRERALLY BEFORE ATTENDING G.E.A.R.
RALLY - OCTOBER 918, 2011

Executive Board DAY 1- October 9th

Bob Moss, President The Penn Coachmen PfRally began Sunday, October 9, 2011 at Williamsport, MD with the

sun shining and everyone in an adventurous mood. @meone, fourteen coaches rolled into

Jellystone RV Resort. After a time socializing, there was FOOD, FOOD and more FOOD set

Bill Freed, Treasurer up for a potluck supper. What a treat! To
head out for Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.

Barbara Arcati, Secretary "

Ellis Brown, Exec. V.P.

Don Lassen, Area VP

Jim Lexa, Area VP
Jim Lothert, Area VP

Larry Troutman Area VP

10/10/2011 = : 10/10/2011
2011 Rallies:
4/154/1'% Schnecksville, PA First Night potluck dinner
5/27-5/30 Centre Hall, PA
6/23-6/2&1 Cherry Hill, MD HERE WE GO! Submitted by Norma Moss

7/157/1% Lebanon, PA
8/19-8/21Ai Bloomsburg, PA

DAY 2 - October 10th

The morning and early afternoon of October 10th found us at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia
9/23-9/251 Gettysburg , PA where we walked in the footsteps of many historical figures inclu@egrgeWashington who

worked as a surveyor in the ard&omas Jefferson who st opped at Harpe
10//910/1/ GEAR PreRally to the Continental Congress in Philadelphieriwether Lewis, who acquired items needed for

10/19i 10/181 GEARA survival on the transcontinental expedition that he and William Clark planned to undédake;
Winston-Salem, NC Brown, who attempted to seize the 100,000 rif|
step in his revolutionary scheme to rid the nation of slav@eyr. Robert E. Lee ordered to
11/1*¥11/1F Camp Swatera, Harperds Ferry by President Buchanan, seize
Bethel, PA ers;Lt. JE.B.Stuart, Confederate cavalry | eader who se

going incident and tried unsuccessfully to negotiate a peaceful settlement with the Tdiders;

mas Jonat han f St whadsmantled the weapopsogueimg machinery and

shipped it south to produce arms for the Confederamsident Abraham Lincoln, who re-

viewed the Union troops stationed on the surrounding heights and toured the fire engine house
(John Brownédés Fort) @en.Philpld. Sketiddn wha haxbbeenasg r o u n

signed the task of driving Confederate forces from the strategic Shenandoah Bfadje@en.
George Armstrong Custer who met with his wife in Harpe
! campaignfrederick Douglas a former slave who became a prominent journalist and orator,
journeyed to Harperés Ferry to deliver an i
versary of Storer College, established in 1867 to educate former slavé§; BB DuBois a
black educator, editor, and writer, who brought the Niagara Movement, a black civil rights or-
e

gani zation he had helped establish, to Harp
Bois and others helped form the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People.



The United States Armory and Arsenal, established i nintblaninp er ¢
dustrial center. Between 1799 and the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, the armory produced over 600,000 muskets pidftets,and
employed, at times, over 400 workers. Of particular note was that the interchangeable parts technology was develquetieadithel
change from craftsmelbased production to manufacture by machine.

German and Irish laborers who helped to build the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, the Winchester & Potomac Railroad, andgb&k€&€Resa
Ohio Canal in the mid 1830s later settled in the area and diversified the local culture.

Tourists to this quaint town enjoy the restaurants (many with outdoor seating) and shops along High Street. A lovélyodajywieather
was enjoyed by all.

At 2:00 p.m., the Penn Coachmen ralliers headed off to the Nascar RV Resort at Endless Caverns, in New Market, VA.

Submitted by Louise Birett

Harperdés Ferry Streetscape

DAY 30 October 11th

Tuesday morning, October 11th at thedless Caverns Descending into the earth's tomb, we were guided by Ba$euthern gal armed
with interesting knowledge of the caveri/e walked along aarpeted path in order to not slip on the wet floor.

Each room we entered was named for it's familiar rock formations, such as the Boulder Room, Grand Canyon, and Yosemds thehich
driest room.As we left each room, the lights were turned off to discourage algae grtrathoxide gave the boulders a rastor and calcite
formed from the water dripping down thru the crevic8sme stalactites and stalagmites were only an inch from touching éachbatt Faye
told us that it would take a hundred years to grow that ifgb.saw several bats along the way. We got to dip our handsessal of cold
mineral water. It took three years to wire the electric through the nooks and cranniesrotki® show the beautyf eachroom.

Our final room was the Cathedral Room which was adomild columns of rocks and highlighted with a light sholvthink thatwe were all
in agreement that we enjoyed our experience as cave dwellers.

Tuesday afternoon, October 11th at Newv Market Battlefield Historical Park A cloudy overcast day set the tone for our visit toNlesv
Market Battlefield Historical Park and theHall of Valor Civil War Museum . The importance of the Battle of NeMarket on May 15th
1864 on théBushong Farmwas the last Confederate Victorit.was the quick decision of the Confederate General John Breckinridge to fill
agap in the firing line with 25young cadets from thdirginia Military Institute (VMI) which reinforced the battle lines to charge against
the Union soldiersNever before or since has an American cadet corps participated in a Bagl8ushong home became a mek# hospi-

tal for the soldiers of both armiéale heard this same story from our tour guide at the VMI.

Submitted by Linda Deardorff



Entrance to Endless Caverns

DAY 4 - October 12th

We started this fourth day of our PreRally Tour by moving from the Endless Caverns RV Resort and traveling to Misty Mountain
Camp Resort in Greenwood, VA.

At noon, after all of us were set up, we left fddichie Tavernfor lunch (really a dinner). This meal consisted of southern fried chicken
with all the trimmings, served buffet style.

Mi chie Tavern is a historic site situated about one monldstss fr
of several dining rooms. Several craft and gift shops were scattered throughout the property. This part of the countmtigimoun-
tains, so walking from one shop to another required some effort.

We moved ontaMonticellowhere our tour guide awaited us. Thomas Jefferson (our third Presid&8011809) was also known as a
genius. Just a few of his many achievements are as follows:

Wrote the Declaration of Independence

Spent 33 years in public holding many offices and positions

Served as President for two terms (180809)

Took 40 years to build his mansion and develop his plantation

Designed every aspect of Monticello. He was known as an icon of architecture, and Monticello is a World Heritage site.
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Many questions were asked and answered by our guide who was very knowledgeable.

The only thing missing this day was being able to see the fall scenery because of the fog and rain. It was reported @wstbat we
received 2.74 inches of rain. Submitted by Andria Lee

3 Montichello in the Pouring Rain



DAYS 5 through 9 October 13 through 17, 2011

After the rainy day at Monticello, the weather let up and the move tGlen Maury Campground in Buena Vidtaegan.

Before the group moved, however, an advance party was sent
Leebds and Shumands reported back that all was well and tF
wanted to get mired in mud and the proceeding day had almost been a catastrophe because of the weather.

Shortly after arriving at the campground and securing the campsites, the group left in autos for the campWasghington and Lee
University. There, a guided tour of the Lee Chapel and Museum was conducted. General Lee had been President of Washington Un
versity after the Civil War and was buried in the Chagpgtenl . T
and Lee University. Some members of the group then toured the campus and were treated to a magnificent collection of otina p
tery and dinnerware.

The evening meal was enjoyed at several local restaurants.

Friday morning broke sunny and clear, and at noon the group was treated to a tour of \iiginia Military Institute. The tour was
conducted by a senior cadet (Keydet) who was very knowledgeable about the Institute, its history and traditions. After & wgsi

the Marshall Museum, which traced the |life of Pennsylvani ac¢
Europe, the group was treated to another memorable event: The entire Corps of Cadets passed in Review for the Superintandent,
four-star general. With flags and bagpipes and the cadet band playing vkelbwn march music, the cadets ,in full military splen-

dor, passed just a few feet in front of us. What a sight and a fitting end to the formal part of our rolling rally.

Saturday was spent visiting local sights suchastNea t ur al Bridge, Stonewal |l Jandte/ogmas h
Horse Farm.

On Sunday, the group moved again, this time to thdayberry Campground in Mt Airy, NG\ warm reception greeted us as the

Penn Coachmen had stayed there for a week in 2010. We were joined there by eight more coaches who did not participateri the
-rally but intended to stay with the group in WinstonSalem, the site of G.E.A.R. 2011. On Sunday night, all forty members dined
at The Depota beautiful restaurant where we had dined in 2010.

Monday was left open for those who wished to visit orvesit the town of Mt Airy, NC, boyhood home of Andy Griffith.

On Tuesday morning at 10:00 a.m., the Penn Coachmen left in a tweotych convoy for WinstorSalem. The Preaally was over
and G.E.A.R. was about to begin. Submitted by Bob Moss

10/15/2011

A beautiful fall day at the Washington and Lee University Our knowledgeable guide at Virginia Military Institute

Impressive Virginia Military Institute



Photos from G.E.A.R

Penn Coachmen took second place in the parade
thanks to all the hard work of our members creating
the pumpkin hula hoops. Too cute!
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Hobbies or craft howtos
Poems, stories, vignettes

In orde_r to make forthcoming newslette_rs interesting, | New camping gear/equipment you have learned about and
would like to request your help by sending me any of the where to purchase them

following throughout the year atlbirett@comcast.net:
Seeking items to purchase or items for sale

Request from the Editor:

Funny pet stories
Funny grandchildren stories or sayings

Family news such as births, deaths, illnesses, prayer Life on the road
concerns, accomplishments, etc.

Favorite recipes

Motor home repair/upkeep advice

Interesting stories or vignettes

Out of the way places you have found to be of interest
Special anniversary celebrations

Members and former Penn Coachmen who are ill, have
had surgery, or have passed away

Interesting people you have met along the way
Nature encounters
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THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS:
Betty Moyerd Recovering from neck surgery.

Ken Frazier 8 Undergoing cancer treatment.
Carolyn Thurstond Undergoing cancer treatment.
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