
 

2011 Rallies: 

4/15-4/17ñSchnecksville, PA 

5/27-5/30ñCentre Hall, PA 

6/23-6/26ñCherry Hill, MD 

7/15-7/17ñLebanon, PA 

8/19-8/21ñBloomsburg, PA 

9/23-9/25ñGettysburg , PA 

10//9-10/17ñGEAR Pre-Rally 

10/19ñ10/18ñGEARñ

Winston-Salem, NC 

11/11-11/13ñCamp Swatera, 

Bethel, PA 

 

Executive Board: 

Bob Moss, President  

Ellis Brown, Exec. V.P.  

Bill Freed, Treasurer  

Barbara Arcati, Secretary  

Don  Lassen, Area VP  

Jim Lexa, Area VP  

Jim Lothert, Area VP  

Larry Troutman Area VP  
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Gettysburg Campground - September 23 ï 25, 2011  

 

Friday ï a rainy day, but the Penn Coachmen ñducksò still hit the road for some on-their-own sightseeing.  

Some folks found roads closed by standing and/or flowing water.  On their return to the campground, they 

discovered some waterfront campsites.  No members lost ï all returned to the campground in time for Fri-

dayôs mini-meal of pizza and dessert of cookies/ cakes plus beverages. 

President Bob Moss called our Annual Meeting to order and we dispensed with the reading of previous 

meetingôs minutes.  The Treasurers report revealed we are on our way to meeting our goal of ending the 

camping season with $5,000 in the bank. 

The following officers were elected to serve for 2012 and will be sworn in at our November rally.  President 

- Ron Buckley, Vice President - Fred Thum, Secretary ï Barbara Arcati, Treasurer ï Bill Freed.  Area Vice 

Presidents are: Jim Lexa, Ron Becker, Larry Troutman and Jim Lowthert.  Congratulations!  We look for-

ward to a great 2012 season. 

Saturdayôs events included a pre-arranged bus trip for 54 of our members to what some of us remember as 

the ñEisenhower Farmò ï now called ñEisenhower National Historic Site.ò  Mamie and Ike lived there after 

leaving the White House.  The property is maintained by the U.S Department of the Interior ï National Park 

Service.  A visit is a great way to catch up on some American history.  One of our members commented that 

Mamie and Ike lived as ordinary people.  Ike was a farmer at heart; Mamie had a passion for pink - - - cur-

tains, towels and even a pink toilet seat. 

The Gettysburg National Military Park (and Museum and Battlefield) is the centerpiece for information 

about the Battle of Gettysburg. This new museum is loaded with Civil War/Gettysburg Battle information. 

You probably remember the old electric map.  Itôs gone.  The museum has the Cyclorama painting; a mag-

nificent view of The Battle. The three days in July 1863 - July 1, 2 and 3 ï probably saw more destruction 

to life and property than any fighting done on our soil.  Killed, wounded and missing: 23,000 Union and 

28,000 Confederate. 

Some of our members climbed the Pennsylvania Monument on the Battlefield.  At the top, a much older 

tourist pointed to one of our not so old members and said: ñSee ï that old man made it.ò  No names being 

revealed. 

Saturday dinner was at Pickettôs Buffet.  If you didnôt get enough to eat, it was your own fault.  Superb eats. 

Mamie joined our group for a Saturday evening chat.  She mentioned how much she and Ike enjoyed their 

time in Gettysburg.  It was the first house they ever owned and felt it was a great get-a-way after a very full 

life with Ike serving his country in many ways.  She commented that being elected president gave them a 

home for four consecutive years (and maybe eight); something they never had while in the service.  Ma-

mieôs fudge recipe is include elsewhere in this newsletter. 

The Saturday and Sunday breakfasts were well attended.  Menus included a wide variety of fruit, cereals, 

breads and pastries and juice and coffee. 

Book swap ï A table full of books covering a wide variety of subjects. Both F and NF.  Leftovers were 

donated to the campground. 

Sunday worship service was led by Harold Henning.  In spite of lack of instrumental accompaniment, the 

congregation did indeed ñmake a joyful noise unto the Lord.ò 

The numbers: Coach count: 35, with 54 people making the trip to the Eisenhower Farm. 

We will be back at Gettysburg Campground in 2012 for those who missed this year and for those who did-

nôt see all they wanted to see.  See you there.  Submitted by Jake and Betty Kessler 
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OH!  WHAT A MESS!  ONLY TRUE CAMPERS KNOW 

WHY WE DO THIS!  

MAMIE EISENHOWER.  PRETTY IN PINK!  
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A huge thank you  and much appreciation to the following winners of the 50-50 

drawing at Gettysburg who graciously consented to turn their winnings over to 

help folks suffering from the aftermath of the recent storms that caused so much 

flooding and devastation in central Pennsylvania. 

 

Joanne Freeman 

Maryanna Hall 

George Moyer 

Jacob Rubritz 

Plus 

An anonymous donation  of $200.00 

 

Barbara Arcati delivering the check to a local foodbank. 


